
Working for a safer Southwark 

The Licensing Unit Metropolitan Police Service 
Floor 3 Licensing Office 
160 Tooley Street Southwark Police Station,

London 

SE1 2QH 

323 Borough High Street, 
LONDON, 
SE1 1JL 

Tel:     020 7232 6756  

Email: SouthwarkLicensing@met.police.uk        

Our reference: MD/21/101/19 

Date: 10th July 2019 

Dear Sir/Madam 

Re:- Curson Supermarket, 26 Camberwell Church Street, London SE5 8QU 

Police are in possession of an application from the above for a new premises licence. 

The general description as per the application is for a traditional grocer’s store.  

The premises are situated in the Camberwell Cumulative impact Zone as designated by 

Southwark Council. The High Court approval of Cumulative impact policies came in 

Westminster City Council v Middlesex Crown Court. In brief, it stated ‘A licence could be 

refused on the sole ground that the area was already saturated with licensed premises” 

Camberwell is subject to considerable problems with alcohol misuse including a large 

problem with street drinking. The area has been subject to considerable investment in 

the area to improve the local amenities. Kings College hospital and the Maudsley 

Hospital are situated in the area and have Alcohol treatment centres within both which 

attract alcohol dependent people to the area. I have attached a statement by PC McKay 

a local officer from 2017 explaining the issues in the area, which I believe is still relevant 

today. A BBC documentary by Louis Theroux ‘Drinking to Oblivion’ in 2016 was filmed 

in Camberwell and shows the considerable issues around the area. 

The metropolitan police object to the granting of the licence in full, as any further 

premises selling alcohol will only add to the cumulative impact, attract alcohol 

dependent people, and add to the local crime and disorder. 

If the licensing Sub Committee feel it is appropriate to grant the licence I would like the 

following noted. 

The opening hours for the premises is 06.00hrs and the sale of alcohol to start at 

06.00hrs. The applicant should consider issues caused by opening and selling alcohol 
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in the early morning as it would attract alcohol dependent people and the problems 

associated with this.  When setting out the steps they will take to promote the licensing 

objectives these factors should be considered. I believe that the sale of alcohol should 

not be until 10am. 

The applicant has offered a number of conditions as part of the operating schedule, the 

conditions set out in the operating schedule should be precise and enforceable, as 

stated in the Section 182 Guidance of the Licensing Act 2003 issued by the Home 

Office. 

We object to application in its current format. If the committee are minded to grant the 

licence, I would as the applicant to consider the following control measures to promote 

the prevention of crime and disorder. 

1. That a CCTV system be installed at the premises and be maintained in good

working order and be continually recording at all times the premises are in use

under the licence. The CCTV System must be capable of capturing a clear facial

image of every person who enters the premises

2. All CCTV footage be kept for a period of 31 days and shall on request be made

immediately available to officers of the police and the council.

3. A member of staff should be on duty at all times the premises is open that is

trained in the use of the CCTV and able to view and download images to a

removable device on request of Police or council officer.

4. That all staff are trained in their responsibilities under the licensing act 2003 and

training records to be kept and updated every 6 months and shall, upon request,

be made immediately available to Officers of the Police and the Council.

5. No beers / ciders in single cans, bottles or multi-packs with an ABV of above

6.5% will be displayed / sold or offered for sale from the premises.

6. No alcohol to be stored or displayed within 2 metres of the entrance/exit unless

behind the staff counter.

If opening hours are granted outside the sale of alcohol then the following condition 

should be placed on the licence, to avoid confrontation with customers. 

7. When the premises are open to the public and the licence is not in operation. All

alcohol shall be stored in a locked cabernet/cooler, behind a lockable blind or

behind the counter.

The Following is submitted for your consideration. 

Yours Sincerely 

PC Graham White 288MD 
Southwark Police Licensing Unit 

Tel:   0207 232 6756 



From: 
Sent: Wednesday, July 03, 2019 10:12 AM 

To: 

Subject: FW: Application for a premises lciense from West End Food and Drink Ltd T/A "Cruson 
Supermarket" , 26 Camberwell Church Street, SE5 8QU Ref 1246007 / 868442 

From: Moore, Ray  
Sent: Tuesday, July 02, 2019 6:16 PM 

To: Regen, Licensing; 
Cc: Tear, Jayne; Ian.Clements@met.police.uk; Deidda, Clizia; 'Graham.S.White@met.police.uk' 

Subject: Application for a premises lciense from West End Food and Drink Ltd T/A "Cruson 

Supermarket" , 26 Camberwell Church Street, SE5 8QU Ref 1246007 / 868442 

As a responsible authority under the Licensing Act 2003, Trading Standards are in receipt of an 
application from “West End Food and Drink Ltd”    to sell alcohol from 06:00 hours to 00:00 hours, 
Monday to Sunday (inclusive). 
Trading Standards as a responsible authority are making representations wrt this application wrt the 
licensing objective “the prevention of crime and disorder”.  

Firstly, it should be noted that this premises is in the Camberwell Cumulative Impact Zone(CIZ) and 
has not previously been licensed to sell alcohol. It is acknowledged in the application that it is in a 
CIZ  as follows  under the general description of the business:  

“The premises are currently a traditional grocers shop known as Cruson that has been 
in this location for over 45 years. It is located on the main road and has been 
purchased by new owners who are intending to invest heavily in the business. The 
changes will involve a process of modernisation with new equipment such as CCTV 
and new fixtures and fittings as part of a new shop fit. The new owners will be partners 
with Nisa but due to the long tradition of the shop at this location they intend to retain 
that tradition by keeping the name Cruson Supermarket. 
The store will continue to supply fresh food and other convenience goods such as 
frozen food, toiletries and household items. Alcohol will form part of the general offering 
to customers. 
This application is made in full knowledge if the CIZ and the requirements that are 
detailed within the Southwark Licensing Policy. The hours applied for alcohol sales are 
as per the policy for this area and the conditions applied to the licence have taken into 
account the nature of the area.” 

Nowhere in the application is there any explanation as to how they would ensure that there is no 
further cumulative impact from the opening of what is in effect a new off license. It should also be 
noted that the Camberwell area has some serious street drinking problems and the police and trading 
standards have worked hard over the last seven years to deal with problem off licenses in the area. 
Illegal alcohol has been a major issue in the area and particular attention has been turned over the 
years to shops selling super strength lagers at or close to the minimum price. It is particularly 
pertinent in the application that there is no acknowledgement of the issues faced in the area by the 
use / abuse of high strength drinks. There is no acknowledgement in the application about these 
issues and what the business would do to mitigate them should it be granted a premises license. It 
should also be noted that this is a 24 hour shop. 

The issue of the prevention of alcohol sales to minors are adequately dealt with in the licensing 
objectives. However, given the issues relating to problem drinking in the area and the applicants 
desire to open another off license opening 24 hours a day (even if the licensed hours do not cover 
the actual opening hours) -  this application appears to have no regard to the public health issues 
this raises and the effects that alcohol misuse has on crime and disorder in the area 



Trading Standards as a responsible authority would therefore ask the licensing sub committee to 
reject this application outright on the basis that this premises would have a serious impact on the 
Camberwell CIZ.. 

Ray MOORE 

Principal Trading Standards Enforcement Officer 

Southwark Council | Environment & Leisure| Regulatory Services 

Post: 3rd Floor Hub 2, PO Box 64529 | London SE1P 5LX 

Direct line 020 7525 0816 | Fax 020 7525 5735 | Call Centre 020 7525 2000 

www.southwark.gov.uk/TradingStandards  
Need proof of age? Visit www.southwark.gov.uk/pal 
Need advice on consumer issues? Visit Citizens Advice via www.direct.gov.uk/consumer 

http://www.southwark.gov.uk/business/trading-standards-and-food-safety/illegal-tobacco-e-
cigarettes-and-shisha 

Please consider the environment - do you really need to print this email? 



From: Regen, Licensing  

Sent: Thursday, July 04, 2019 1:41 PM 
To: 

Subject: FW: RE: Cruson Supermarket, 26 Camberwell Church Street, SE5 8QU 

From: Public Health Licensing  

Sent: Thursday, July 04, 2019 1:05 PM 
To: Regen, Licensing 

Cc:  Public Health Licensing 

Subject: RE: Cruson Supermarket, 26 Camberwell Church Street, SE5 8QU 

To Whom it may concern: 

RE: Cruson Supermarket, 26 Camberwell Church Street, SE5 8QU 

On behalf of the Director of Place and Wellbeing (incorporating the role of Director of Public 
Health) for Southwark (a responsible authority under the Licensing Act 2003) I wish to make 
representation in respect of the above. 

This representation is made in respect of the following licensing objective(s): 

 Prevention of public nuisance

 Protection of children from harm

 Prevention  of crime and disorder

General Comments 

The applicant requests a new application for the sale of alcohol off the premises. 

Requested hours of 
operation 

Opening hours Supply of Alcohol off the 
premises 

Monday - Sunday 24 hours 06:00 – 00:00 

Concerns relating to this application 

This premises is located in the Camberwell Green ward and is within the Camberwell 
Cumulative Impact Policy (CIP); a geographical zone within which the current saturation of 
licensed premises is having a negative impact on the local area. These negative impacts 
include crime, anti-social behaviour (see attached report) and alcohol-related health harm 
and in my opinion the applicant has not adequately rebutted the presumption that this 
premises will add to the cumulative impact of alcohol harms in the local area. 

Camberwell Green is a ward with high levels of deprivation (Figure 1). Approximately 67% of 
residents are in the most deprived quintile and the other 33% of residents are in the second 
most deprived quintile. Additionally, a quarter of working age adults in the Camberwell Green 



ward are claiming out-of-work benefits. This is relevant because the evidence shows that 
deprived populations are disproportionately affected by alcohol related harm. 

Figure 1 – Proportion of population in each deprivation quintile 

Furthermore, the attached report shows that the Camberwell CIP area accounts for 9.5% of 
all rowdy behaviour and street drinking, and 8.4% of all alcohol related non-domestic 
violence in Southwark (2017 - 2018). More specifically, Camberwell Green is responsible for 
6% of all alcohol related ambulance call outs in Southwark (222 in 2017 alone), thus placing 
it in the second highest quintile.   

As a general comment, I also have concerns regarding the hours of operation and I would 
suggest a later start time for alcohol sales: early-morning alcohol purchasers are more likely 
to be alcohol misusers and may thereby contribute to antisocial behaviour such as street 
drinking. In fact, early morning drinking is considered one of the indicators for alcohol misuse 
(this is regularly screened for in the AUDIT, CAGE and T-ACE Alcohol misuse screening 
questionnaires).  

Additionally, the premises is located within a 10 minute walk from three primary schools and 
one secondary school. It is therefore likely that children will live close to this premises and 
are likely to be negatively impacted. For example, early in the morning, children could be 
exposed to street drinking on their way to school. In addition to this, this premises is in close 
vicinity of numerous other licenced establishments (Figure 2).  

Figure 2 –  Map excerpt showing location of the premises and proximity to other premises. 



As Figure 3 shows, more than half of all licensed premises in Camberwell Green are off-
licenses, thus showing that this area is now saturated.  

Figure 3 - Number of licensed premises in Camberwell green 



Recommendations 

Given the evidence presented above, I recommend this application is rejected in its current 
state.  

Should the Licensing Committee be minded to grant this licence, I would advise a later start 
time for alcohol sale as per the table below:    

Requested hours of 
operation 

Opening hours Supply of Alcohol off the 
premises 

Monday - Sunday 24 hours 11:00 – 00:00 

Also, I recommend that no beers, lagers, ciders or similar alcohols to be sold in cans with an 
Alcohol By Volume (ABV) in excess of 6.5% or in bottles larger than 750ml with an ABV in 
excess of 6.5%.  

If you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. 

Yours sincerely, 

Clizia Deidda 
on behalf of Professor Kevin Fenton, Director of Place and Wellbeing (incorporating the role 
of Director of Public Health) 

Clizia Deidda  
Public Health Policy Officer (Mental Health, Substance Misuse & Healthcare) | Public Health 
Division 
Place and Wellbeing Department | London Borough of Southwark 
160 Tooley Street |London SE1P 5LX     
T:  0207 525 7707 | M: 07710 179 570 
E: Clizia.deidda@southwark.gov.uk  
www.southwark.gov.uk  
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MEMO:  Licensing Unit 

To Licensing Unit Date  4 July 2019 

Copies 

From Jayne Tear Telephone 020 7525 0396 Fax 

Email jayne.tear@southwark.gov.uk 

Subject Re: Cruson Supermarket, 26 Camberwell Church Street, London SE5 8QU 

- Application for a  premises licence 

I write with regards to the above application for a premises licence submitted by West End Food and 
Drinks Limited under the Licensing Act 2003 which seeks the following licensable activities: 

• Supply of alcohol (off the premises) on Monday to Sunday to from 06:00 to 00:00

• Overall opening times shall be on Monday to Sunday to from 06:00 to 00:00

The premises are described as:  ‘The premises are currently a traditional grocers shop known as 
Cruson that has been in this location for over 45 years. It is located on the main road and has been 
purchased by new owners who are intending to invest heavily in the business. The changes will 
involve a process of modernisation with new equipment such as CCTV and new fixtures and fittings as 
part of a new shop fit. The new owners will be partners with Nisa but due to the long tradition of the 
shop at this location they intend to retain that tradition by keeping the name Cruson Supermarket. The 
store will continue to supply fresh food and other convenience goods such as frozen food, toiletries 
and household items. Alcohol will form part of the general offering to customers. This application is 
made in full knowledge if the CIZ and the requirements that are detailed within the Southwark 
Licensing Policy. The hours applied for alcohol sales are as per the policy for this area and the 
conditions applied to this licence have taken into account the nature of the area’. 

My representation is based on the Southwark Statement of Licensing policy 2019 – 2021 and relates 
to the licensing objectives for the prevention of crime and disorder and the prevention of public 
nuisance. 

The premises is situated in Camberwell District Town Centre Area and under the Southwark 
Statement of  Licensing policy 2019 - 2021 the appropriate closing times are as follows: 

• Closing time for Off-Licences and alcohol sales in grocers and supermarkets is 00:00 hours daily

This premise is also falls within the Camberwell Cumulative Impact Policy Area 

Section six of the policy (from page 32) deals with Southwark’s local cumulative impact policies. This 
premises sits in the Camberwell policy area as defined in paragraph 145 of the policy and as an off 
licence/grocer this premises falls into the class of premises in 149 of the policy.  

Therefore under 130 of the policy there is a rebuttable presumption that applications for new 
premises licences that are likely to add to the existing cumulative impact will normally be refused or 
subject to certain limitations. In such circumstances, it is for the applicant to demonstrate that the 



application will not, if granted, further contribute to the negative local cumulative impact on any one 
or more of the licensing objectives. 

The applicant has not addressed the presumption to refuse this application within the operating 
schedule. I would recommend refusal of this application unless the applicant can demonstrate that 
the premises will not be contributing to crime and disorder and public nuisance within the policy area, 
the following conditions and amendment of hours would address my concerns and could assist the 
applicant in this rebuttal. 

I ask the applicant to consider amending  the closing times of the premises to be in line with the 
licensing policy and to close daily at 00:00. 

Due to the limited information on the application form and to promote the licensing objectives I ask the 
add further conditions to the operating schedule as follows:  

• Off sales of alcohol shall be sold in closed containers and taken away from the premises.

• That clear legible signage shall be prominantely displayed where it can be easily seen and read,
requesting that alcohol sold as ‘off sales’ should not be opened and consumed in the vicinity of the
premises.

I welcome any discussion with the applicant to consider the above representation. 

Southwark’s Statement of Licensing Policy 2019 – 2021 can be found on the following link: 
https://www.southwark.gov.uk/business/licences/business-premises-licensing/licensing-and-
gambling-act-policy 

Jayne Tear 
Principal Licensing officer 
In the capacity of Licensing Authority as a Responsible Authority 




